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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 and 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Liu 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,731 ,685). 

With regard to claim 1 , Liu ('685) describes at least one input for receiving a high 
definition digital video data stream (see figure 1 , elements VIDEO SOURCE 1 , 2 AND L 
and refer for example to column 1 , lines 63-65), a stat mux controller capable of 
processing the at least one input (see figure 1 , element 120), a plurality of array 
encoders responsive to commands from the stat mux controller for processing the high 
definition digital video data stream (see figure 1 , elements 112, 114 and 1 1 6), and an 
output for providing processed high definition digital video data (see figure 1 , element 
130). 

In regard to claim 3, Liu ('685) describes wherein the system is scalable (as 
evidenced of the hardware diagram in figure 1). 

With regard to claim 4, Liu ('685) describes wherein at least some of the plurality 
of array encoders includes a video analyzer for evaluating the complexity of the input 
(refer for example to column 4, lines 16-47). 
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As to claim 5, Liu ('685) describes wherein at least some of the plurality of array 
encoder includes a plurality of video encoders (as shown in figure 1). 

In regard to claim 6, Liu ('685) describes wherein at least some of the plurality of 
array encoders includes a video splitter for directing the input to one or more of the 
plurality of video encoders (refer for example to column 3, lines 59-65). 

With regard to claim 7, Liu ('685) describes wherein the high definition digital 
video data stream includes audio data (refer for example to column 4, lines 5-14, an 
HDTV digital stream includes audio data). 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Liu et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,731,685) in view of Wang et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,441,754). 

The arguments advanced in section 2 above, as to the applicability of Liu, are 
incorporated herein. 

Although Liu does not expressly describe the processed high definition digital 
video data stream to be substantially H.264-compliant, such techniques are well known 
and widely utilized in the prior art. 
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Wang discloses an apparatus for transcoder based adaptive quantization which 
describe the processed high definition digital video data stream to be substantially 
H.264-compliant (column 8, lines 20-34) . 

Given the teachings of the two references and the same environment of 
operation, namely that of encoding high definition video signals using a stat mux, one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been led in an 
obvious fashion to provide for the high definition digital video data stream to be 
substantially H.264-compliant as taught by Wang in the Liu system since both systems 
are primarily concerned with encoding high definition video signals using a stat mux. 
This is an engineering design, providing for more efficient encoding, which fails to 
patentably distinguish over the prior art absent some novel and unexpected result. 

5. Claims 8-1 5 are allowed. 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Chen et al., Shaw et al., Fogg, Liu ('685) et al. and Wu all disclose systems 
similar to applicant's claimed invention. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jose L. Couso whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7388. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 6:30 to 
3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Bella, can be reached on (571) 272-7778. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the USPTO contact Center whose telephone number 
is (703) 308-4357. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Jose L. Couso/ 
March 10, 2008 



